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is maintained, the author recognizing the part of chorus or song in the arrange- 
ment of the material. In the present wide divergence of views and teachings 
as regards the method of interpretation to be applied to the Revelation, this 
book sets forth in a plain, forcible style one of the more important of the vary- 
ing theories, and will doubtless prove influential. 

The Writers of the New Testament. 

The Writers of the New Testament : Their Style and Characteristics. By 
the late Rev. Wm. H. Simcox, M. A. New York : Thos. Whittaker. 1891. 
Pp. viii, 190. Price, 75 cts. 

This is the second part of a work on the Language of the New Testament, 
the first volume of which was issued some little time ago. There the author 
endeavored to show what the New Testament writers had in common, and 
how they were as a body marked off from all other classes of writers. But 
while it is true that they do form a type diverging more or less from the estab- 
lished style of their contemporaries and predecessors, it is yet equally true that 
each of the New Testament writers has a style, manner and vocabulary of his 
own. It is the object of this second volume to describe the individual literary 
characteristics of each New Testament author. This is done with great care 
and skill, so that the work becomes at once most interesting, suggestive and 
valuable. Appendices are added with the aim of bringing out something of 
the affinities of vocabulary between the different groups of writers, and to 
illustrate a little in detail the differences between New Testament Greek and 
the literary Greek of the post- Alexandrian period. 

Gideon and the Judges, Ezra and Nehemiah. 

Gideon and the Judges : a Study, Historical and Practical. [Men of the 
Bible Series.] By Rev. Jno. Marshall Lang, D. D. New York : A. D. F. 
Randolph and Co. 1891. Pp. xii, 201. Price, $1.00. 

Ezra and Nehemiah: Their Lives and Times. [Men of the Bible Series.] 
By Geo. Rawlinson, M. A., F. R. G. S. New York: A. D. F. Randolph 
and Co. 1891. Pp. x, 182. Price, $1.00. 

This series of biblical biographies has been uniformly very high in scholar- 
ship and literary ability. The several volumes are among the best of current 
commentaries, being well adapted to general use, and yet they are not super- 
ficial. The authors are all English scholars of the progressive orthodox school. 
The acquisitions of critical and archaeological study are presented, and yet 
the main purpose is to reproduce effectively these Bible characters and the 
times in which they lived and worked. The side lights thrown upon our Old 
Testament history from that of parallel nations, the records of which are just 
now being obtained, enable the authors to reconstruct and expand the narra- 
tive which the biblical account has only outlined or partially given. 

Our Sixty-Six Sacred Books. 

Our Sixty-Six Sacred Books : How they came to Us, and What they are. 

By Edwin W. Rice, D. D. Philadelphia : American S. S. Union. 1891. Pp. 

133. Price, 40 cts. 

In response to a definite need, this little volume was prepared to tell, in an 
interesting and generally intelligent manner, about the origin, authorship, 
preservation, character and divine authority of the Christian Scriptures. The 
rather unexpected method of beginning at the present and working backward 
in time, was adopted. The Anglo-American and King James' versions are 
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first described, then the earlier English andbther modern language versions, 
then the ancient versions, and finally the original Hebrew and Greek texts. 
Then a discussion of the canonicity of the two Testaments, with brief intro- 
ductions to the writings, is given. And at the close three chapters are devot- 
ed, one each, to the Books of the Law, the Poetical Books, and the Prophetical 
Books. The purpose was an excellent one, and its achievement a success. 
For the use of Sunday schools and non-professional Bible students generally, 
the work is quite the best of any to be had. It seems unfortunate that such a 
desirable hand-book should be issued in the fancy and impractical binding 
which was adopted in this case. 

Our Lord's Knowledge as Man. 

An Inquiry into the Nature of Our Lord's Knowledge as Man. By W. S. 

Swayne, M. A. London : Longmans, Green and Co. 1891. Pp. xxx, 55. 

Any book upon this theme will attract attention at present, and these two 
conjoined essays are worthy of a careful reading. The question is raised at 
once, Was our Lord as Man omniscient ? The treatment which follows seems 
to be with reference mainly to Christ's knowledge concerning the literary 
aspects of Old Testament Scriptures. Then Luke 2 : 52 and Mark 13 : 32 are 
discussed, the argument showing that from the first a real increase in knowl- 
edge is to be inferred, while the second shows that a real limitation of Christ's 
knowledge is not inconsistent with his infallibility. In closing, the Kenosis of 
Christ is discussed, and the conclusion reached that it was a loving self- 
restraint of the divine nature, which is the fullest expression of divine love. 

^HowJtoIReadJJIsaiah. 

How to Read Isaiah : Being the Prophecies of Isaiah arranged in order 
of time and subject. By Buchanan Blake, B. D. Edinburgh : T. and T. 
Clark. 1 891. Pp. 184. 

The peculiarity which makes the Book of Isaiah difficult of mastery from 
an historical point of view is, that the material is not arranged in order of time 
and subject, it comes probably from two or more different authors, and it has 
been subject to editorial additions and arrangements. The first and most im- 
portant task, therefore, is to get the text into its true unbroken continuity. 
After that is done, it is best to allow the prophet himself to speak directly to 
the reader in his own words. This is the plan adopted by the author. The 
whole material is divided into parts, and then subdivided into topical para- 
graphs, in a skillful, attractive way. To the text is added, in the latter half of 
the book, a number of chapters treating the history in detail, and producing 
an historical representation of the prophet's views and environments. The 
whole work is admirably conceived and worked out. The discussion of Isaiah 
and his time is of the highest excellence and value. 



